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MISSOURI APPELLATE COURT OPINION SUMMARY 

MISSOURI COURT OF APPEALS, WESTERN DISTRICT 

 
JAMES BRIGHT, Respondent, v.   

JANET BRIGHT, Appellant 

  

 

 WD76770         Ray County 

          

 

Before Division Four Judges:  Welsh, C.J., Hardwick, J., and McBeth, Sp. J. 

 

 Janet Bright (Wife) appeals the circuit court's judgment dissolving her marriage to James 

Bright (Husband).  Wife contends that the circuit court erred in awarding Husband "73 percent of 

the marital estate" because it failed to correctly apply the factors in section 452.330.1, RSMo 

2000, in dividing the marital estate. 
 

 Affirmed 
 

 

Division Four holds: 

 

 The circuit court applied the factors in section 452.330.1 in dividing the marital 

estate.  Husband's contribution to the acquisition of the Rayville property, as well as his 

contribution to the acquisition of the Excelsior Springs property, justified the disparity in the 

division of the marital property.  The circuit court, however, recognized the disparity in the 

division of the marital property and ordered Husband to pay Wife the sum of $60,000 "to more 

fairly and equitably divide and allocate the values of the marital property."  It was Wife's burden 

to overcome the presumption that the division of property entered by the circuit court was 

correct, and she failed to carry that burden.  The circuit court's division of marital property, 

therefore, was not so unreasonable as to constitute an abuse of discretion.  
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